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I have received several complaints this past week that need to be 
addressed.  This past spring, I made a decision to allow a private citizen (a 
former Master Gardener) to do community service for the office.  I allowed 
other citizens in the past to do community service for this office.  Concerns 
were raised by Master Gardeners concerning personal safety and access to 
information.  Administration from both WSU and Cowlitz Co. Government 
were consulted preceding this agreement and conditions for performing 
service were put in place prior to consideration to allow service with the 
guarantee that at no time would anyone’s personal safety or information 
be compromised in any way.  Despite guidelines put in place, concerns 
existed that caused the decision to be rescinded.   
 
Since then, information from MG continues to be distributed to volunteers 
on this citizen.  To quote the MG handbook (Page 11 in Code of Conduct 
found at http://mastergardener.wsu.edu/for-master-gardeners/)  
 
As a WSU Extension Master Gardener, volunteers will: 
• Represent WSU Extension with dignity and pride. 
• Respect all persons with whom they interact as a WSU Extension MG 
(volunteers, Extension and other county personnel, and general public). 
• Conduct themselves in a courteous, respectful manner and refrain from 
profanity, harassment, disruptive behavior, or abuse of any kind. 
 

The behavior being exhibited: 
1. Violates the MG Code of Conduct for harassment of a private citizen.  
2. Violates MG Code of Conduct that shows a lack of respect for other MG 
in receiving unwanted material that does not pertain to the MG program. 
3. Prohibited use of the MG directory to send information by E-mail not 
pertaining to MG business. 
4. Prohibited use of the MG directory to contact other MG by phone to give 
out personal information that harasses a private citizen. 
5. Provides information to others that contains false allegations and 
inaccurate statements.   
 

Continued behavior in this manner is not conducive to a positive, 
forward-moving organization and cannot continue within our 
program.  We all need to work together as MG to provide great programs 
and information to our community.  To accomplish this, citizens are 
selected and trained, like yourself, to help achieve this goal and represent 
Washington State University MG with the upmost integrity.  Selection into 
the MG program includes expectations to meet the commitment for 
community service with respect for all public citizens.  At the time of your 
graduation as a MG intern, your priorities and enthusiasm were high!  I am 
certain we can move past this issue and continue with our mission! 
 
Cooperating agencies:  Washington State University, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and Cowlitz 
County. WSU Extension programs and employment are available to all without discrimination. 
Evidence of noncompliance may be reported through your local WSU Extension office.

REFLECTIONS FROM THE GARDEN:  Moving Forward 
 

N



August 2017 Cowlitz County Master Gardener Newsletter Page 3  
 

Announcements 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

- Article Opportunity - 
 

If you specialize in a specific type of gardening, 
then why not share your knowledge by writing a 
short article for the newsletter? It’s a great way 
to contribute, and help inspire fellow gardeners. 
Not to mention that the time spent writing can be 
turned in as volunteer hours! (MUST BE TYPED) 
 
If you have an article you’d like to share, please 
email them to-  
Carlee Dowell 
dowellc@co.cowlitz.wa.us 

Meetings & Events 
Farmers Market August 25th, 2018 
8:30am to 1:30pm 7th Ave. across from 
Fairgrounds 
 
Potluck August 28th, 2018 
6pm to 7:30pm 953 Sandy Bend Drive, Castle 
Rock, WA 98611 
 
Demo Garden Work and Play Party 
9am to 12pm in Demo Garden 
 
Farmers Market September 8th, 2018 
9am to 2pm 7th Ave. across from Fairgrounds 
 
Family STEM Night September 21st, 2018 
4pm to 7pm Lower Columbia College 
 
Fall Garden Symposium September 22nd, 
2018  
9:30am to 1pm Floral and AG building  
 
2018 WSU Advanced Master Gardener 
Training Conference September 26th, 2018 
All day event at Wenatchee Convention Center 
21 North Wenatchee Ave. Wenatchee, WA 98801 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fall Garden Symposium 
Sat. September 22  
9:30am to 1pm 

Silent Auction Item Donations 
NEEDED 

 
Meeting Minutes for March 2018 and April 

2018 are approved 
~ see page 9 

 

For more information on 
upcoming events please 
visit the MG Calendar: 

 

https://teamup.com/kseaaf848d
1 5584493/ 

 
 

To open link~ Hold Control (CTRL) and click the link above 
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Youth Beginning Floral Design Class 
 

On Monday, July 23rd, we once again had the 
youth floral design class where the students can 
learn how to and make a floral arrangement for 
the fair.  After completing their arrangement, they 
take it directly to the entry table at the 
fairgrounds. Every year we are amazed at the 
creations they make.  We had 11 students and 7 
parents or grandparents bringing them. 
 
I want to thank all who helped:  Betty Bates, 
Diane Mattoon, LaDonna Slack, Patti Gibson, 
and Tammy Robinson.  Diamond Fleming 
brought her daughter and Priscilla Michael-King 
brought her grandson.  They both helped also. 
 
Patricia Bosh handled all the paperwork that's 
required for the entries and checked everyone 
into the class. She also worked with the fair 
board to make sure we had everything needed. 
Thanks to you all so much and if I forgot anyone, 
please forgive me. 
 
~Marge Lippincott 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know? 
Provided by Phyllis Collins 

 
Fun things about tomatoes: 

• Eating cooked tomatoes act as a kind of 

internal sunscreen by helping to block UV 

rays, according to researchers at the 

University of Manchester in Newcastle, 

England.   

 

• You can save seeds from hybrid tomatoes, 

but you won’t grow tomatoes exactly like 

the ones you started with.  To get identical 

tomatoes, grow seeds harvested from 

heirlooms. 

• The government classified tomatoes as a 

vegetable in the late 1800s so it could be 

taxed under custom regulations. 

• According to the UDA, Americans eat 22-

24 pounds of tomatoes per person per 

year.  About half of that comes from 

ketchup and tomato sauce. 

• A whopping 93% if American gardeners 

grow tomatoes in their yards. 

• China is the #1 producer of tomatoes 

around the world.  US is second. 

• Forget orange juice: Florida grows more 

tomatoes than any other state. 
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From Claudia Hatmaker: 

 
So what would you say if you were volunteering at a 
Master Gardener public event and a stranger walked 
up to your table and asked, “What is this Master 
Gardening ‘thing’ all about?” 
 

As a retired Research Scientist and a current  
MG trainee, I could not resist the urge to pose that question to the unsuspecting 
veteran MG who was standing under a huge MG banner at the recent Earth Day 
Celebration. 
 

The purpose for my ‘undercover’ question was threefold—to: a) discover how a 
veteran MG would describe the MG program; b) help me plan what I would say 
if someone asked that question during my upcoming volunteer hours; and c) 
delight my two MG trainee classmates who were sitting at the MG table 
witnessing the interaction! 
 

As I approached the MG table, Karen Ward was the unsuspecting veteran MG on 
duty that afternoon. She greeted me with a broad, welcoming smile as I looked 
at the banner and posed my initial question. Without skipping a beat, she gave 
me a ‘bird’s eye’ overview of the MG program.  
 

Then the fun began! The trainees who knew me had twinkling eyes and both did 
a great job concealing my identity. I promptly asked question #2: “That sounds 
great, but do you guys have FUN?” Karen gave me an enthusiastic ‘YES’. 
 

I continued with question #3: “Do you make friends?” She flashed a huge smile 
as she nodded. At that point, Alice who was standing nearby, introduced me to 
Karen, as a current MG trainee. She looked a bit surprised, but not offended by 
my ‘undercover operation’. The smiles on my classmates' faces were priceless!  
 

I haven’t had so much fun as a researcher in a long time. And I haven’t made 
so many friends in such a short time in my entire life. Master Gardeners are the 
best. 
 

Being brand new to Washington has been an adventure with a very happy 
beginning. I’m so glad that Jo Tuom invited me to join the 2018 MG class. I’ll 
have a hard time condensing all that the MG program means to me if a stranger 
ever asks!!  
 

Please tell us: “What does MG mean to you?” 
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SURVEY INFORMATION  
 

From our Members—being a Master Gardener! 
Take a look at the results here.  I think we have a great bunch of folks here.  And I believe we have a lot to do to make our 
experiences better.  We’ll have to do a follow-up in the near future.  
Number of members participating in survey: 41 

What areas are you most passionate about? 

 
What do you like about being a Cowlitz County MG? 

• Helping others learn about gardening and its associated subjects and the learning that I gain too. 

• Providing information for people that what it 

• Learning opportunities, working and getting to know others 

• The wonderful people & learning opportunities 

• The other gardeners and learning with others 

• Meeting people…and working with the soil 

• The people who are there, learning and working 

• Being able to contribute and be productive 

• Working together for the common good. 

• The work I do for the community, the people and the education 

• I enjoy teaching others about gardening and answering questions in the PIC 

• Good people and resources 

• I feel like I'm building community. I love learning about what to grow in this climate. I feel like I've met my people. 

• The camaraderie.  People working together. 

• The community of like-minded individuals 

• Opportunities for continued education 

• Being with nice plant people.  Learning new skills in a supportive organization.  Fall Symposium and Plant Sale.  Talking with 

the public at PIC and other events.  Learning about plants and gardening. 

• Comradery with like interests, good information sources 

• Being with other people interested in gardening and helping in the community. 

• Access to broad knowledge base. 

• Helping the community 



August 2017 Cowlitz County Master Gardener Newsletter Page 7  
 

• People 

• Social time and education 

• Not much anymore. 

• Interesting topics 

• The knowledge that I have learned and then helped someone and pass it on. 

• I value the educational opportunities for myself.  I hope to "pay it forward" as I learn and do. 

• Meeting the amazing people in our class 

• The people, teaching, making a difference 

• Being with great people 

• I like the positive learning, sharing environment. 

• Just started, really like the people, have not been in too many events as yet. 

• The people!! The knowledge. understanding how everything is inter-related 

• The opportunity to learn and to help others and to meet like-minded folks 

• Always learning something new 

• I like the opportunity to use my talents and interests to better the community 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
What members DON’T like about being a MG—not all members responded. 
It looks like we have some work to do! 

 
0 2 4 6 8 10 12

Politics/gossip/clique-ish

not enough time to do everything

Love everything!

meeting times/date changes

logging hours

dated activities

What I don't like about being a MG
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Bug Bytes     End of Summer Garden Tips  
~Alice Slusher 
 
It’s hard to believe that summer will be giving way to autumn in such a short time.  But “it ain’t over till it’s over,” and here 
are some garden tips as the season winds down.  
 

Vegetables: 
Fertilize your cucumbers, squashes, and melons to keep them going until harvest.  Keep 
the soil evenly moist to prevent blossom end rot—brown, sunken areas at the end of the 
fruit. 
 
Getting red tomatoes: At the end of August, any fruit that hasn’t set by then won’t ripen.   
Cut off all blossoms and growing tip of each plant to the first node (where branch closest to 
the top comes off the main stem). Remove most of the leaves from bottom up, but if very 
hot weather is expected, keep leaves that shade tomatoes on the vine to prevent 
sunburned fruit. Pruning excess leaves improves air circulation to reduce the chance for 
disease, and it focuses the plant’s energy on ripening your tomatoes. Water sparingly, but 
don’t let the plants wilt—if the soil dries out, you will end up with ugly blossom end rot on 
your tomatoes! 

 
well into the cold weather! 
 
Get your onions and garlic ready to harvest.  When the tops begin to yellow, “lodge” them by bending over the foliage to 
force them into maturing. Wait about 3 weeks, check to make sure that the stem near the bulb is dry and about the width of 
a pen, then dig up your onions and garlic.  Spread them out on newspaper in a dry, cool place for about 10 days.  I store 
mine in those net bags I save from my cantaloupes to keep good air circulation going, and hang in my garage. 
 
Fruits: 
Raspberries-July bearing and fall raspberries have different pruning requirements. If you have 
July-bearing raspberries, once fruiting is finished, cut off the current year’s fruiting canes at the 
base, and leave the new canes to become next year's fruiting canes. If you have ever-
bearing/fall raspberries, simply cut off all the canes at the base in the fall after harvest. 
 
Strawberries-plant babies started from the mother plant now.  If the strawberry plant is large or 
old, now is the time to divide it. Dig up the plant early in the day, and cut it into sections, 
discarding the older, woody center, and keeping the newer outside edge growth.  Cut the leaves 
back to about 6 inches.  Lay the newly divided rhizomes in a shaded place for a few hours, then 
spread the roots out and plant so just the top of the rhizome is visible.  Keep them watered until 
the rains start. 
 
Flowers: 
 Once they have finished blooming, cut back your perennials to encourage new growth.  Some may bloom again, some will 
not. Stop in at the PIC for a list of those wonderful rebloomers-after-cutback! 
 
Roses-stop fertilizing at the end of August, but be sure to keep watering. 
 
Lawns:  Do you need to overseed an existing lawn or plant a new one?  The best time is from mid-August to the end of 
September. Just remember to keep it watered until the rains start in the fall. 
 
Yellowjackets: We’ve had so many calls about yellowjackets this year.  These aggressive yellow and black striped bee-
looking wasps make it difficult to enjoy outdoor living this time of year. Keep in mind that they are pollinators, but if they are 
in a place that puts you and your family at risk, there are solutions. You can purchase a yellowjacket trap and follow the 
instructions, or you can get a jar, poke a half-inch hole in the lid, and fill halfway with sugar water or apple juice.  You can 
add a dollop of canned cat food or a piece of meat for good measure, too, if you wish.  Set away from your living space.  
Your homemade trap should cut down on the problem.  If you are lucky enough to know the location of their ground nest, 
wait until after dark when all the wasps are inside the nest. Shoot a jet of wasp and hornet spray directly into the hole, and 
the yellowjackets from that nest will cease to be a problem. 
 
Get your work done it the garden now, then head to your kitchen to start canning your harvests! 
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COWLITZ COUNTY MASTER GARDENER FOUNDATION 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING MINUTES 

Mar 12, 2018 

Attendees: Mo Mottice, Jo Tuom, Gary Fredricks, Erin Chambers, Phyllis MacNichol-Collins, Jo Beckett, 
Melissa Wilkie, Billie Bevers, Alice Slusher, John Dunning 

Call to Order 10:00 a.m. 
Pledge of Allegiance 
Secretary Minutes/ Jo Tuom (Co-Rep/Carole Lowman):  

Motion: Billie moved to approve January’s corrected minutes. 
Second: Patricia 
Motion approved 

Treasurers Report /Erin Chambers-Carey (Co-Rep/President Billie Bevers): Reviewed the Treasurer 
Report handout. 
The February 2018 Red Canoe Credit Union statements were received and reconciled.  
Income Categories: 

Expenses:   
• Outreach/Education: Mason Bee Class 
• Fund Raising/Plant Sale 
• Master Gardener Class 

Motion: Alice moved to approve the treasure report for February 2018. Second: Melissa   Motion approved 
 
Garden Budget was updated. 
The manager at Red Canoe Credit Union has suggested we might want to transfer some money from checking 
to investments for higher return.  
 
Also included in the report: QuickBooks P & L Standard and Detailed, 2017 Budget/Expense. 
 
State Rep. Report/Patricia Bosh (Co-Rep/Jo Tuom): Reviewed the Foundation of Washington State Report. 

• The next board meeting was rescheduled for March 30, 2018 in Everett Washington 
 
Cowlitz Extension Director’s Report/Gary Fredricks: Review the WSU Director Extension report.  

1. Workshops (February): Mason Bees and Tree Pruning 
2. February Speaker Requests: Tsugawa Nursery/Mason Bees 
3. Future Workshops: See attachment 
4. MG Training 2018 update: New MG directory will be completed by the end of the training. 
5. Home Veg Management (Team for mentors & use PIC) Gary is waiting to order wood for the 

raised beds until he has a better idea of where we are moving to and the amount of storage available. 
He has found a source who is willing to donate and deliver 9 pallets of bagged soil. Currently he is asking 
for 4 MG to judge the applications and 1 MG who is willing to mentor the recipients of the raised beds.  

6. Jr. Gardener: Gary will reschedule this meeting. 
7. Victory Gardens (Museum): Gary is looking for a group of MG to work on redesigning and updating 

the Victory Garden in Kelso.  

• Dues for 2018 
• MG Class Training 
• Outreach/Edu. Mason Bee Class 
• Outreach/Edu. Raspberry Class 
• Outreach/Edu. Strawberry Class 
• Outreach/Edu Blueberry Class 

• Outreach/Edu. Worm Bin demo 
• PIC/Adv. MG Training/Registration Fees 
• PIC/Adv. MG Training Donation (In honor of 

Alice) 
• Corporate Contribution/Donation: Amazon 

Smile 
• Fund Raising/Plant Sale 
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8. Rain Barrels donation: Three Rivers 
9. Annual Application: Currently there are 96 MG including interns. 
10. MG Spouse Liability Forms. This form is located at the WSU office. It was suggested to have a stack 

of forms available at each event for spouses to complete. 
11. Donation:  Grays Harbor has approved the designated projects for the $500 donation.  
12. MG Cluster Meetng: The next cluster meeting is set for June 14th. 
13. Rain Barrel and Plant Propagation Class: Gary has decided not to offer these class this year. 
14.  Mt. St. Helens project: This project was started last year. Volunteers have cleaned out the garden 

and purchased plants. MG have agreed to help with plant placement. All plants for this project are native 
to this area. 
Back Porch: The county is still looking at finding a new location for the WSU Extension Office location. 
Gary has expressed the need for out door storage to the County Commissioners. 

First Aide Class:  

• Gary is willing to contact and setup a CPR/First Aide class for MG. He will check on class size and 
if spouses can attend.  

• Alice will send out a Doodle to determine interest in the training 
• If the class does not fill up Gary will open up the training to other groups. 

Fund Raising/ Melissa Wilkie W(Co-Rep/) No Report 
Plant Sale:  
Billie reported that: 

• This is the time to start tomato seeds. 
• Kids from Loowit will help with transplanting. 
• They have had training on seed propagation. 
• We need to start advertising the plant sale. It was suggested to contact Phyllis for advertising info. 
• We need to place our MG logo on all sales information. 

There will be a meeting in Sept/Oct to plan an additional fund raiser for this year.  
 
Plant and Insect Clinic/ Joe Long (Co-Rep/ Alice Slusher) PIC report. 

• February turned back to a more typical number of clients with questions. Alice reports that they have a 
couple of MG students volunteering in the PIC.  

• Advanced training at LCC is a go. Setup is scheduled for March 17 at 8:15 a.m. 
 

Communications/ Alice Slusher (Co-Rep/ Melanie Applebury) Review the Communications Report  
Alice is: 

• Updating contact information for new trainees and will send it out to members. 
It is available in three forms: 

• Excel Spreadsheet 
• CSV format (for importing into your contact list) 
• Simplified phone and email list 

• Busy with Gardens, Plant Sale, Advanced MG Training communications and sending out weekly updates. 
• She has offered tech support for students struggling to access MG class information on line. 
• The email weekly updates have been simplified with titles that are linked directly to the MG calendar. 

Motion: Alice made a motion that we purchase 2 VISA gift certificates and 2 plant sale gift certificates in 
appreciation for Jean Watson who helped us with the MG aprons and the other for Linda William for her 
donation of trees.  

Second: Melissa 

Motion: Approved 

******Photos: Please upload any photos you have from any MG events you’ve attended.***** 



August 2017 Cowlitz County Master Gardener Newsletter Page 11  
 

Gardens/ Jo Beckett (Co-Reps/ LaDonna Slack and Natalie East.): Reviewed report 
Demo Garden:  

• All 4 teams worked in the garden. They held an “In town” meeting on the Feb. 21st due to weather. 
• A “10 Minutes University” was held on Feb. 28th in the Demo Gardens on Grape Pruning for cutting 

starts. Ted Cunningham demonstrated basic tree pruning techniques.  
• Team 1 discussed creating an accessible handicap bed. Mo shared that she has experience building 

them. 
• Gary will contact the county to turn on the water in the gardens. 
• Composting is starting temp is 130 degrees. Vermiculture-worms in bin have been checked and fed. 
•  We are creating a large debris pile by the hügelkultur bed which needs be hauled away by truck and 

trailer. Need volunteers to take materials to Waste Management. 
Cougar Cottage: 

• Jon is moving and will not lead the No Till, No Water, No Weed Garden.  
• Kathern Badda is planning on donating produce for the “No Till, No Water, No Weed Garden” to St. 

Vincent De Paul. 
• They have observed activity in the area which indicates a need to raise trees for visibility. One tree is 

dead and another fell which was disposed of by the fair facilities personnel. 
• The parking lot is swept and scraped of moss.  
• A Cougar Cottage debris cleanup is planned for Wednesday, March 28th. 

 
3 Rivers Green House Project: Billie continues to work at negotiating an agreement with Three Rivers 
Christian School to use their green house for the next 4 years in exchange for Master Gardener support and 
training.  
Loowit Garden: Carla Coffey 

• Carla has made a request for gardening tools for the Loowit Garden. One generous donation has arrived 
and more are welcome. 

A request was made to limit the weight of the bags containing garden debris to 50 lbs. or less. 
Rain Garden: Due to the planned move of the WSU Extension Office we will need to salvage the plants in the 
Rain Garden.  
 
Education/ (Co-Rep/TBD):  

• We need somebody to take over the responsibilities of Education Director. 
 

Earth Day: Earth Day is scheduled for April 28, 2018. The Earth Day committee consists of 5 veteran MG and 8 
trainees. The planning for this event is moving ahead nicely. 
 
Old Business:  
Insurance: The goal is to begin this process in April. 

Passports Update: Passport prototype will be printed this week.  

The mock board meeting is scheduled for Friday, March 16th at 1:00 p.m.  

New Business: 
Bylaws: The Bylaw Committee is scheduled to meet on April 3rd at 1:00 p.m.  

Ladder Safety: Alice will send out a Doodle for training on ladder safety. 

Annual Retreat: The Annual Retreat is scheduled for Nov. 9, 2018. 

Team Training: Melissa shared the steps for successful team building as well as retaining and motivating 
volunteers. The thinking is to begin training in September when things slow down. 

Meeting adjourned: 11:19 

**Please remember to send electronic copies of your reports and handouts to Jo Tuom for future meetings.* 
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COWLITZ COUNTY MASTER GARDENER FOUNDATION 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING MINUTES 

April 10, 2018 

Attendees: Mo Mottice, Jo Tuom, Gary Fredricks, Erin Chambers, Phyllis MacNichol-Collins, Jo Beckett, 
Melissa Wilkie, Billie Bevers, Alice Slusher, Mary Williams, Patricia Bosh 

Call to Order 10:00 a.m. 
Pledge of Allegiance 
Secretary Minutes/ Jo Tuom (Co-Rep/Carole Lowman):  

Motion: Alice moved to approve March corrected minutes. 
Second: Jo 
Motion approved 

Treasurers Report /Erin Chambers-Carey (Co-Rep/President Billie Bevers): Reviewed the Treasurer 
Report handout. 
The March 2018 Red Canoe Credit Union statements were received and reconciled.  
Income Categories: 

• Dues for 2018 
• PIC/Adv. MG Training 
• PIC/Adv. MG Training-Brown Paper Bags 
• Donation/Greenhouse 

Expenses: 
• Adm/Gift Cards for Tree & Embroidery 
• Garden/Blueberries-netting, fertilizer, 

ammonium sulfate 
• Garden/Waste Control (2 trips) 
• Gardens/Lamination pouches for 

signage 

• PIC/Adv Training- Refreshments 
• PIC/Adv Training- Mileage & Honorarium Sharon 
Collman 

• PIC/Adv Training-Mileage Jenny Glass 
• PIC/Adv Training-Reimburse 1 MG diff paid on Brown 
Paper Ticket and reduced rate 

 
Outreach/Education budget has been revised to add the cost of a projector, 4-year protection plan and extra 
lamp. 
Form 990-N was filed and submitted online to the IRS for Tax Year 2017 on March 26, 2018. It is due by May 
15th (15th day of the 5th month following the year closing). 
 
Motion: Alice moved to approve the treasure report for March 2018. 
Second: Melissa 
Motion approved 
 
Garden Budget was updated. 
The manager at Red Canoe Credit Union has suggested we might want to transfer some money from checking 
to investments for higher return.  
 
Also included in the report: QuickBooks P & L Standard and Detailed, 2017 Budget/Expense. 
 
State Representative Report/Patricia Bosh (Co-Rep/Jo Tuom): Reviewed the Foundation of Washington 
State Report. 
Jim Kropf reported on a plan to cover responsibilities left by WSU employees who have resigned or retired. The State 
Foundation Board recommended that WSU hire a full time State Coordinator. 
The State Foundation Board would like to encourage more representatives to attend meetings. 
A reorganization plan as a way to support the managing of our annual conference was introduced.  The plan includes 
an expanded board, several new officers and much wider involvement of MG’s from around the state. This plan was 
passed unanimously. The board will assume the responsibility of organizing the annual conference by 2020. 
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Sharon Collman thanked us for the Ed LaCrosse Award presented to her at the conference last September. She 
invited us to visit her “Bugs and Blights” column on the Snohomish County MG website. 
The selection process for local Master Gardeners of the Year were shared. 
 
 Cowlitz Extension Director’s Report/Gary Fredricks: Review the WSU Director Extension report from Gary.  

15. Workshops (February): See Report 
16. February Speaker Requests: None 
17. Future Workshops: See Report 
18. MG Training 2018 update: 4 topics are left with 40 people still attending. 
19. First Aid: Gary is in the process of organizing a first aid class for MG. 
20. Jr. Gardener Program Ideas: The minutes for this meeting were sent out. Ideas were shared 

including a “Traveling Roadshow” that would travel throughout Cowlitz County on defined topics. 
21. Victory Garden (Museum): We will meet with the museum board to agree on a MOA. This project is 

moving forward. 
22. MG Cluster Meeting: The cluster meeting is scheduled for June 14, 2018 in Chehalis, Washington. 
23. Plant Propagation: Gary will not schedule a plant propagation class this year. 
24. Mt. St. Helens Project: The next meeting for this project is scheduled for April 20th. 

There is an awards meeting scheduled for today (April 10) after the board meeting. 
 
The latest on moving out: We will need to move out of our current location by the first of September. Our new 
location is unknown at this time. 
 
Gary is going to check on the donation from Grays Harbor.  

Fund Raising/ Melissa Wilkie W(Co-Rep/) Reviewed the Fund Raising Report 
Plant Sale:  
Billie reported that: 

• A “Potting Party” is scheduled for Wednesday, April 15 at 10:00 in the Floral Building 
• Tsugawa Nursery donated pots for planting. They need to be washed and sterilized. 
• We will store repotted plants in the greenhouse. People will find watering instructions and a sign-in sheet 

in the greenhouse which will hopefully eliminate the over/under watering of plants. 
• The planting of summer crops such as squash and pumpkins should happen during the last week in April. 

Billie is asking that we plant 4 seeds in 5-6-inch pots. 
• There is a change in set-up time for the plant sale. We will set up tables and signs on Thursday and the 

plants will arrive on Friday. 
 
Plant and Insect Clinic/ Joe Long (Co-Rep/ Alice Slusher) PIC report. 

• This March was the second highest number of clients than any March in the previous tracking years.  
• The Advanced training was successful and well attended. 
• MG will begin working at the farmers market on May 12th. Phyllis shared various activities for children.  

Communications/ Alice Slusher (Co-Rep/ Melanie Applebury) Review the Communications Report  
Alice is: 

• Busy with Gardens, Plant Sale, Advanced MG Training communications, as well as sending out weekly 
updates. 

• Meeting and sending emails to offer MG students assistance with computers issues. 

Cindy Castillo and Steena Gordon have offered to help with Facebook. 

The updated membership list is complete with the help of Carlee. We now have 97 active MG.  

Alice has sent Jenny Glass and Susan Collman thank you notes. Gift cards/plant sale certificates were sent to 
Linda William and Jean Watson. A get-well card was sent to Melvin Larsen. 
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The feedback on the new weekly update format has been positive. 

Gardens/ Jo Beckett (Co-Reps/ LaDonna Slack and Natalie East.): Reviewed Garden Report 
Demo Garden:  

•  All 4 teams worked in the garden thanks to the nice weather.  
• Composting is continuing. Vermiculture-worms in bin have been checked and fed. 
• Large debris pile by the hügelkultur bed were hauled away to Waste Management by Mo and Gary. 
• Water is still turned off for the entire month of March. 
• On March 7 Billie Bevers gave the garden teams a “10 Minute University” on how to start seeds using the 

“Coffee Ground” method.  
• On March 14, as part of their Garden Party, team members went to the Extension Office to look at soil 

samples from the Demo Garden beds under the microscopes.  
• Gary will contact the county to turn on the water in the gardens. 

Cougar Cottage: 

• Not much activity in Cougar Cottage demo gardens. Katherine evaluated the garden area and decided 
what and where to plant the veggies. 

3 Rivers Green House Project: The plastic cover is up and the electricity is connected, however there is a 
problem with the fan motors. Seeing this facility will not be up and running in time, Billie to take an inventory of 
how much green house space we currently have access to in order to house the plants for the plant sale.   
Loowit Garden: Carla Coffey 
In March the kids learned about: 

• Planting seeds (germination rates, temperature needs etc.) 
• Composting  
• Various forms of propagation, herbs (how and why we use them throughout history). They are going to 

learn about grafting after the break. 
Rain Garden: Salvaging the plants out of this garden will take place soon. 
 
Art in the Garden is canceled for this summer. Hopefully we can partner with Longview Art Guild for next 
summer. 
 
“Paint the Rocks Party” is scheduled for April 19. We will sell the painted rocks at the plant sale. 
 
Education/ (Co-Rep/TBD):  
Earth Day: Earth Day is scheduled for April 28, 2018. Two shifts are scheduled from 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. and 
12:30 p.m.-3:30 p.m.  
Motion: Melissa moved that we increase in the Earth Day budget to cover the cost of materials. 
Second: Billie    Motion approved 
Due to lack of storage, Gary will not offer a Rain Barrel class this year. 
The Education team is developing a procedure to assist Gary with collecting cash at our training events.  
 
Old Business:  
Insurance: The goal is to begin this process in April.  

Bylaws: Due to the busy schedule the Bylaw Committee will meet after the plant sale. 

Passports Update: Passports are ready to go. The next step is acquiring business donations to support the 
awards for those who complete their passports.  

Motion: Mo moved to add a line item to the Education Budget for passport printing and award costs for $400. 
Second: Alice    Motion Approved 
New Business: 
If you have a request for reimbursements there might be a delay between April 13-24.  
Meeting adjourned: 11:19 

**Please remember to send electronic copies of your reports and handouts to Jo Tuom for future meetings.** 


