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Many MG still have 
not renewed their 

annual membership - 
Don’t wait!!!!!!!!!! 

 
Register your renewal on-line to be 

a MG at: 
 

http://cowlitz.wsu.edu/annual-volunteer-agreement/ 

 

Or call Gary (360-577-3014) 
 

Don’t miss out on another fun 
filled year helping out others 
learning about gardening.    

    

DEADLINE IS MARCH 1 
 

 

 

 

 Cooperating agencies:  Washington State University, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and 
Cowlitz County. WSU Extension programs and employment are available to all without 

discrimination. Evidence of noncompliance may be reported through your local WSU Extension 
office. 

REFLECTIONS FROM THE GARDEN:  MG Renewal 
 

N
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Announcements 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meetings & Events 
 
Demo Garden Party – Feb 28th  
Noon - 2pm @ Demo Gardens 
Cowlitz Co. Fairgrounds in Longview 
 
MG Foundation Mtg. – Mar 13th  
10am - 11:30am @ WSU Extension Office 
1946 3rd Ave, Longview 
 
Advanced MG Training Day – Mar 17th  
9am - 4pm LCC Campus, 1600 Maple St. 
Longview 
 
Earth Day Mtg. – Mar 28th  
11am - 12pm @ WSU Extension Office 
1946 3rd Ave, Longview 
 
 

- Article Opportunity - 
 

If you specialize in a specific type of gardening, 
then why not share your knowledge by writing a 
short article for the newsletter? It’s a great way 
to contribute, and help inspire fellow gardeners. 
Not to mention that the time spent writing can be 
turned in as volunteer hours! 
 
It would be great to see more articles from our 
local Master Gardeners. If you have an article 
you’d like to share, please email them to- 
 
Melanie Wannamaker 
symphonic_soul1988@yahoo.com 
 

 
 

 

For more information on 
upcoming events please visit 

the MG Calendar: 
 
https://teamup.com/kseaaf848d1 5584493/ 

 

 
 

Advanced Master 
Gardener Training Day! 

 

“Insect ID and Plant Diagnosis: 
YOU GOT THIS!” 

 
March 17th  

 9am-4pm @ Lower Community College 
Health & Science Bldg., Rm 123 
1600 Maple St. Longview, WA 

 

Come and join us again for our 3rd annual 

Advanced Master Gardener Training day! 

 

Our speakers will be Jenny Glass, WSU plant 

pathologist and Sharon Collman, arthropod 

enthusiast and ID expert. Our location is the 

same as last year in that great amphitheater 

classroom with microscopes! Come and learn 

with us!  
Contact: 

 Alice Slusher - cowlitzmastergardener@gmail.com 

Gary Fredricks 360-577-3014 
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Plant Sale 2018 
 

Hi All,  

We had a large gathering of plant sale enthusiasts 

during our last meeting. Lynell took notes and also 

showed us how to make paper pots. Wonderful 

meeting! 

 

Lynell will be sending out the minutes, but I have a 

few extra notes for you. 

 

Contact Phyllis Collins for all plants, cuttings, and 

seeds started for the plant sale. She will be the one 

person keeping track of what we are bringing to the 

plant sale. Not every cutting or seed will make it, but 

at least we can get an idea of what we're starting. 

 

We've had a couple of short discussions about what 

to bring to the plant sale. Certainly we will not 

propagate or sell anything that is on the noxious 

weed list for Washington (or Oregon, for that matter), 

but what about the aggressive growers: holly, mint, 

some of the flowers, sun chokes, and others? There 

are some that propagate by bird delivered seeds, or 

by wind. We can't control the distribution of those 

and so we should probably stay clear of them. Other 

plants spread by root or bulb (sun choke and 

bamboo, for example). I suggest we put a "caution" 

on the signage we distribute with the plants, letting 

the buyer restrict their growth. If we need more 

discussion on this, please join us at the next plant sale 

meeting on February 23rd at 11am, WSU Office.  

 

See you there...Billie 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gardening Tips from our 
 Local Master Gardeners 
 
What piece of gardening advice would you 
give a new gardener? This month’s advice 
is… 

 
 
“Mulch. Just mulch it all.” 
 -Misty “Mo” Mottice 
 
When it comes to planting seeds I have 
found a tool called a "dibble" that I have 
marked in inches and fractions of an inch is 
handy for that task.  The garden plot is not 
always real level so dragging a line in a row 
of soil doesn't make the bottom of the line a 
consistent depth.  With the scale on the side 
of the dibble I can poke nice round holes just 
the right depth for the seed and lay it on its 
side for the correct distance to the next seed. 
Much smaller seeds, i.e. lettuce, can be done 
dragging the dibble at the correct depth for a 
consistent line depth where the seeds can be 
mixed with sand to sprinkle without so much 
bunching; reducing thinning later. 

-Joe Long 

 
Look for more 

MG garden tips next month! 
 

Demo Garden Parties 

Calling all Master Gardeners, please join us for our 
“Garden Work (and Play!) Parties” every Wednesday at the fairgrounds. 

Work with a team of people to show the love for your Demonstration and 
Cougar Cottage Gardens.  The gardens are divided into work teams, with a 

team leader.  We've had a great turnout so far! 
 

Come join a Team! 



August 2017 Cowlitz County Master Gardener Newsletter Page 5  
 

Looking Forward: The Next Step 
 
-Written by Misty “Mo” Mottice 
 
 

Embarking on the new year makes us think of renewal, reflection, and resolution to 
change and improve ourselves. We process our accomplishments and draw up our list 
of goals and work to be done – the seeds we want to grow. As discussed at our retreat, 
our organization did tremendous things for our community last year. This year we want 
to keep that momentum going, while focusing on us as organization as well. Some of the 
more important projects we plan on implementing this year will be Strategic Planning, 
writing out operational processes, and building a website.  
 
Starting a strategic plan now will help us build for the future, allowing us to concretely set 
our direction and establish our priorities, defining organizational goals and put a fine 
point on our intentions and what we expect to accomplish. Having our goals defined will 
not only get every master gardener on the same page, it will simplify decision-making 
and allow us to effectively communicate our message to not only existing and incoming 
members, but the community as well. To be successful for years to come we need a 
targeted plan to light our way. 
 
Part of making this plan will be to provide a directive that explains our organizational 
processes. Preparing a detailed guide that documents each process or event, is crucial, 
since on average a member will stay active in a volunteer group for about five years. 
This will administer transparency to the program, provide consistency and afford us 
forward movement, improving ourselves instead of reinventing the wheel.  
 
Going hand-in-hand with making our strategic plan and putting our operational 
processes “to paper” is building a website that allows us to be accessible, timely, and 
convenient. The idea is to have an organizational (internal) and a community-oriented 
(external) portal that can streamline everything we need in one easy location. We will be 
able to showcase what we have accomplished, promote upcoming events & classes, 
and provide members with all the tools necessary to be successful. By creating a strong 
online foothold, we will gain exposure to a wider audience allowing people to see what 
kind of content, services and other information they desire about our organization. And 
that can parlay into garnishing more donations that will permit us to continue the good 
work we do.  
 
Please be prepared to help facilitate these goals as we move throughout the year. Your 
help will be necessary for us to accomplish our goals. All hands-on-deck will give us the 
best opportunity for success!  
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“Goodbyes”  

–Alice Slusher 
 

 
 Most of you know that Ted 
Cunningham (2007) has retired 
from Master Gardeners this past 
summer, due to health 
problems.  Ted left his legacy (and 

a whole lot of friends who really miss him) 
behind--the Hugelkultur garden.  Ted's handy 
touch with the apple and pear trees will be 
greatly missed, too. We wish you the best of 
luck, Ted, and hope you'll still come around and 
visit! 
 

Kathy Hutton and her husband 
moved to Montana at the end of 
last month, and boy, we're sure 
sad to see her go! Kathy's smiling 
face and happy ways have lit up 

many volunteer events since she became a 
Master Gardener last year.  But it's time for them 
to make some changes to be close to the rest of 
the family. Have a safe trip, be happy, and come 
back to visit us when you can! 
 
New mailing address: 
PO Box 1629 
Eureka, Montana 59917 
Street address: 
264 Gould Rd., Eureka, MT  
Cellphone: 360-430-0268 
 
 

 
Sadly, Carole Lowman, MG class 
of 2009, will be moving to 
Arkansas with her husband soon. 
Among so many other 
contributions, Carole was recently 

the treasurer of our MG Foundation. Her ready 
smile, cheerful personality, and intelligent insight 
will really be missed! 
 
 
 

 
Jason Dobry, MG class of 2016, has 
received a full scholarship to a PhD 
program in Canberra, Australia.  He 
and his family will be moving there 
in early summer.  His research will 

be a particular area of gene studies in a certain 
species of lizards.  He and his family are ecstatic 
over the opportunity. He expects to be there for 
at least 4 years! Even though your obligations 
kept you from being able to participate very 
much, you will be missed! Congratulations from 
ALL of us! 
 
 

David Johnson, MG Class of 2016, 
has found love in his life and has 
pulled up roots on Puget Island to 
move to Gomez Island with his cats 
and his sweetheart.  He plans on 

getting involved in the art community, local 
playhouse, and music.  We wish you the very 
best, David, and will miss you so much! 
 

 
Good luck and farewell to Greg 
Kehn, class of 2011.  Greg's one of 
those guys you see just about 
everywhere, behind the scenes, 
always smiling and eager to help 

out.  He's hearing the road calling his name--he's 
going to be traveling and really has no idea 
where he might end up next. We'll miss you, 
Greg, but wish you well on your explorations of 
the beautiful world in which we live! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for all you’ve 

done for the Master 

Gardener program, you 

will be missed!  
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From the anonymous "Lazy Gardener" 
 

Winter in the garden; some people have given up and gone inside; but not this gardener! 

 

1) This is the time of year to start that new vegetable garden or new flower bed. 

That's right, if you want to work smarter not harder, get going now! 

No tilling, no sod removal, we are composting in place my friends. Just put down a layer of cardboard and or 

newspaper and then pile on those grass clippings, leaves, yard clippings, kitchen scraps and you will have 

some fabulous soil next Spring. Why no till? It's better for your soil structure (check out Cornell Universitie’s 

article on this subject, https://scslabcu.wordpress.com/tag/soil-structure/) and it's a whole lot easier!! 

 

2) Winter veggie garden, you too can have root vegetables, green onions, leeks, brussel sprouts...(well you get 

the idea) all winter. Lots of wonderful stuff can be over wintered or planted for the fall and winter. Cold 

frames, for some baby greens almost all winter long, and mulch those carrots, beets. My potatoes have 

decided to start growing in the compost bins!! We harvest herbs in the Loowit Garden all winter and our cold 

loving rhubarb pops up in late winter/ early spring. Yes you CAN have fresh food all year long from your yard 

and or garden! 

 

3) I'm also starting lots of cuttings now, hydrangea, lilac and black elderberry are on my list for this week. I 

make my cuttings and then place in soil around mother plant, by next spring many have rooted and are ready 

to be potted up for the MG Spring plant sale (hint, hint, nudge, nudge!). 

Well, it has stopped raining, I better get busy!  

 

Happy gardening, 

The "Lazy Gardener" 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Budding Master Gardener” By Vona Williams 
 

My five year old great granddaughter is a future Master Gardener.  She asked Santa Claus 

for flower seeds.  When her mother said “We live in an apartment, where are you going 

to plant the seeds?”  She replied “GG (me) told me I don’t have to plant them in the 

ground, I can have a flower garden in pots.  She said when you get old like her it is easier 

on your back to have your garden in pots.”  She got flower seeds in her Christmas 

stocking. 

 

“Flowers always make people 

better, happier, and more helpful; 

they are sunshine, food and 

medicine for the soul.” 

Luther Burbank 
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MG Winter 2018 

I’m sure for a lot of us it’s the same in that, once we started gardening, there were suddenly unlimited 

possibilities. The plans (and yields!) get bigger and better every year! So… 

 

• What are you doing this month to plan your garden?  

• What are you cooking/baking with the harvest from last season's garden?  

 

“I’ve been organizing last year’s seeds, ordering from seed catalogs and sketching garden plans. This year we 

have 7 backyard hens (still pullets!) and plans for a compost area.  

 

In the kitchen –There’s garlic, tomato sauce, dried chili flakes, salsa, pickles, assorted canned fruits and 

preserves. And squash. Lots of “Jack be Little” squash. Also, there’s fresh kale, spinach, chard and radishes in 

our backyard garden.” 

-Melanie Wannamaker 

 

“Have been busy pruning my fruit trees during the nice week of no rain, using the pruning to prepare the base 

layer for a future Hugelkultur bed by prepping the cuttings into straight branches separated into thick branches 

and medium, then thin. Pear and apple were kept, the plum put into the burn pile.    I think January a great 

time for implementing the plans of Nov/Dec that were about what branches should be removed. February, if 

Jan is still too cold or there is a risk of cold damage still looming.  

   Good time to pull mulch off areas like base of trees that don't tolerate it well. Also check for slugs around Iris 

and other plants where mulch can allow them to populate; initiate control, but be careful weather cannot 

damage plant if it still needs mulch for protection.  

   It is a good time to monitor any prior tree line control, like for cankerworm, and reapply 'Tanglefoot' or other 

types of control. It will soon be time to remove this type of control. 

 

I am watching the rains currently and seeing if any changes in the watershed efforts were effective or can be 

improved for control of the water in run off and retention, both in summer use for dry times and fall/winter for 

times when the yard floods. I also watch for shadows of trees, including those of neighbors, that may have 

been growing taller, to see where I should consider plant rotation and how it may affect my crops this summer, 

but especially if I want to plant a new fruit tree and how it will be affected year round.  

 Soon I can sow my cold weather seeds with row cover and they will begin to sprout, like spinach and kale. If 

they don't sprout right away, they will soon enough.” 

~Renee Reinhardt  

 

“This month to plan for our garden I am cleaning out our greenhouses, making lists of seeds I saved last year 

and going through seed catalogs making my wish list of what I will need to order.   

Last season from our garden we harvested a lot!  We are using assorted hot and sweet peppers we froze, 

corn we froze, cherry tomatoes we dehydrated, paprika we made, we are eating zucchini bread, I have been 

making tea with calendula flowers I dried, as well as tea with nettles and mint, we are cooking with basil we 

dried.  We are still harvesting carrots, potatoes and with the kale that is still growing, we are using that in 

soups, salads, egg dishes.  We have been eating pickles and pickled beets, pickled hot peppers, green beans 

we canned as well as applesauce, salsa, spaghetti sauce, tomato sauce, zucchini relish, blackberry jelly.  We 

made blackberry wine this year which has been pretty tasty too!”  

-Megan Hubbard 
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“This month for my garden, I'm cleaning out my greenhouse and setting mouse 

traps, getting ready for early spring seeds. I will be starting artichoke seeds. 

 

This winter, we are using winter squash, onions, apples, and garlic from the 

garden. We also have canned goods of sauerkraut, tomatoes, beets, carrots, and 

apricot jam from the garden. Usually I have much more, but this year I was a 

little busy with other things. “ 

-Billie Bevers 

 

 

“I roast tomatoes in olive oil with garlic, rosemary and thyme then freeze 2 cups 

at a time when I am overloaded and green ones at the end of the season.  I have 

been using the roasted tomatoes in store bought pasta sauce to create wonderfully tasty sauce. “ 

-Patricia Bosh 

 

 

Garden Recipe Series: 
Pumpkin Muffins II   Prep Time: 20m Cook Time: 25m  
http://allrecipes.com/recipe/24011/pumpkin-muffins-ii/ 

Ingredients 

• 1 small sugar pumpkin, seeded 
• 3 cups all-purpose flour 
• 2 cups white sugar 
• 2 teaspoons baking soda 
• 1/2 teaspoon baking powder 
• 2 teaspoons ground cloves 

• 2 teaspoons ground cinnamon 
• 2 teaspoons ground nutmeg 
• 1 teaspoon ground allspice 
• 1 teaspoon salt 
• 2/3 cup vegetable oil 
• 3 eggs 

 

Directions 

1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees F (175 degrees C). Grease 12 muffin cups or line with paper muffin liners. 

2. Split pumpkin in half. Remove seeds and strings. Place on baking sheet, cut side down. Cover with foil 

and bake in preheated oven until tender, about 90 minutes. Remove pumpkin pulp and puree in blender. 

Measure out 2 cups pumpkin puree; set aside. 

3. In a large bowl, stir together flour, sugar, baking soda, baking powder, cloves, cinnamon, nutmeg, 

allspice and salt. In a separate bowl, beat together 2 cups pumpkin puree, vegetable oil and eggs. Stir 

pumpkin mixture into flour mixture until smooth. Scoop batter into prepared muffin cups. 

4. Bake in preheated oven for 20 to 25 minutes, until a toothpick inserted into the center of a muffin comes 

out clean. 

I’ve tried this recipe a couple 
times recently and it’s 
delicious! I also substituted 
one batch with mashed 
banana/crushed walnut and 
coconut oil. Yum! -Melanie 
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Greenhouse Kick-off  
-By Alice Slusher 
 
On Dec. 12, here was a Greenhouse work party 
consisting of Master Gardeners/Foundation members 
(Billie, her Gary, Greg Nation, Greg Kehn, and Alice) 
and a bunch of students from Three Rivers Christian 
School.  
 
We met with Joshua Wenzek, who is in charge of 
getting the greenhouse up and running.  We trenched 
along the edge of the greenhouse to expose the 
foundation in preparation for pulling on the new plastic 
covering, which should be in and ready to install in 
January. Nancy Chennault will be there to offer her 
advice.  
 
What a great bunch of young people—eager to help, 
and having fun!  This is going to be a great 
collaboration between out MG program and the 
school.  Look for more work parties in the near future!  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Gardening is...” 

 
 

Unscramble each of the clue words. 
Copy the letters in the numbered cells to other cells with the same number. 

Created by Puzzlemaker at DiscoveryEducation.com 



August 2017 Cowlitz County Master Gardener Newsletter Page 11  
 

COWLITZ COUNTY MASTER GARDENER FOUNDATION 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING MINUTES 

November 10, 2017 

 

Attendees: Billie Bevers, Jo Tuom, Gary Fredricks, Erin Chambers, Alice Slusher, Patricia Bosh, Phyllis Collins, Greg Kehn, Renee 

Reinhardt, Jo Beckett, Karin Stormo, Kris McElroy-Weber, Melissa Wilkie, Mike Tolleshaug,  John Dunning, Lynell Amundson, Jolene 

Erdahl, Joe Long, Carla Coffey, Mo Mottice, Kathy Hutton, and Jeri Kay Lesneski 

 

Call to Order 9:00 a.m. 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Secretary Minutes/ Jo Tuom (Co-Rep/Carole Lowman):  

Motion: Alice moved to approve October’s minutes as written. 

Second: Erin 

Motion passed 

Master Gardeners Mission Statement: 

To offer research-based gardening practices to Cowlitz County resident through volunteer-supported programs. 

Slate of officers for 2018 were presented as follows: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Motion: Alice moved to accept the proposed slate of officers for 2018. 

Seconded: Melissa Wilkie 

Motion: Approved  

 

20018 Program Directors: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Treasurers Report /Erin Chambers-Carey (Co-Rep/President Billie Bevers): Reviewed the Treasurer Report handout. 

The September 2017 Red Canoe Credit Union statement was received and reconciled.  

Income Categories: 

• Donation from Happy-Customers 

• Community Outreach/Education – Hypertufa Class 10/11 

• Community Outreach/Education – Evaluation Mason Cacoons10/14 

• Community Outreach/Education – Holiday Crafts 11/4 

• Fund Raising/2018 Plant Sale – 1 Coral Bark Japanese Maple 

Expenses: 

• PIC– Toner Cartridges PIC printer 

• Gardens/Loowit – Bird Netting for Grapes 

• State Board Representative – WA State Conference in Yakima 

• Administrative Overhead – Awards/Plaques, Engraving 

• Administrative Overhead –Award Potluck Decorations 

• Administrative Overhead –Retreat Snacks 

• Community Outreach/Education – Hypertufa 10/11 

•  

Office 
Outgoing Officers 

(2017) 

Incoming 

Officers (2018) 

Officers needing Red 

Canoe Signature Cards 

President Billie Bevers Mo Mottice √ 

President-elect Mo Mottice Melissa Wilkie √ 

Secretary Jo Tuom Jo Tuom √ 

Past President Jon Griffin Billie Bevers  

WSU Extension Coordinator Gary Fredricks Gary Fredricks √ 

Treasurer Erin Chambers Erin Chambers √ 

State Board Rep.  Patricia Bosh Patricia Bosh  

2018 Program Directors 

Fundraising Melissa Wilkie 

Plant and Insect Clinic Joe Long 

Communications Alice Slusher 

Gardens Phyllis Collins 

Educations Melissa Wilkie 
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Erin reviewed the Cowlitz Master Gardener Foundation Budget Comparison for 2016-2017 and 2018 requests which included: 

• Gardens 

• Community Outreach 

• PIC/Farmers Market MG Training 

• State Foundation Board Representative 

• Plant Sale 

2018 Foundation Budget Proposal will add the following items. 

• Insurance premiums 

• Card Reader or Square Reader 

• Restocking of items used at our potlucks 

Continuing Place Holder: There was discussion (motion, second, and approval) at the January meeting to join the Washington 

Nonprofits organization. The annual membership fee is $45.00 for Nonprofits with operating budgets of $0-$50K. Melissa agreed to 

complete the necessary paperwork and submit for payment. 

 

Billie shared the goals for our Annual Meeting: 

1. Make adjustments to keep on track 

2. Look back to see what we did in 2017 

3. Plan for where we are going in 2018 and beyond 

What was new in 2017: 

 

 

 

 

 

New ideas for 2018 and beyond: 

Invest in our organization: 

• Strategic planning process 

The State Foundation Board paid for the use of 501 

Commons to assist with creating a strategic plan. 

• Invest in our website both internal and external 

use/access. 

Invest in our Master Gardeners: 

• Excursion/reward for participation 

• Hood River fruit trip 

• Japanese Gardens 

• Lavender Fair 

• Oregon Gardens 

• Lilly Festival 

• Whidbey Islands Festival 

• Lilac Gardens 

• Ohme Gardens 

• Passports for new interns 

• Mentor interns from the beginning (We are looking for 

someone to lead this but all should participate.)  

• Round robin with veterans 

• Attend Master Gardener classes 

• Potlucks during training classes 

New ideas for 2018 and beyond…..Continued 

Newsletter Changes: 

Melanie will take over our newsletter and begin publishing 

a community newsletter. It will include a section for: 

• Kids 

• Adults 

• Updates 

• Master Gardener activities through the Chamber 

of Commerce  

Education Changes: 

Gary is retiring in 3 years. We are looking to form a group 

to cover the responsibilities that Gary has taken care of for 

the Master Gardeners. This includes: 

• Scheduling speakers 

• Set-up for classes 

• Handling class fees 

Mo has volunteered to shadow this group. 

Investigating Insurance: 

• Foundation Board will investigate insurance 

coverage requirements. 

• Alice sent an overview to the board addressing 

liability coverage 

• For coverage by WSU insurance, Master 

New Partnership with Three Rivers Christian School 

Billie is working with Three Rivers Christian School: 

• On developing classes/support by Master 

Gardeners in exchange for use of their 30 by 100 

foot greenhouse.  

 

• Brown paper tickets 

• Donations increased 

• Raised our profile 

• Joined Chamber of 

Commerce 

• Purchased cobbler aprons 

• Dropbox Pro  

• New classes were added: 

• Herbs 

• Berry Series 
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Gardeners must record volunteer hours monthly 

and activity/program must also be sanctioned by 

Gary.  

Changes to Mentor with Veg Program: 

Gary is developing a new support system for the raised bed 

program. 

• Creating a mentoring team of 4-5 Master 

Gardeners that support the setup and planting of 

beds. 

• PIC will answer questions during the first growing 

season. 

• Gary will offer support for the 2nd year. 

New Class Ideas: 

• Yoga for gardeners 

• Mushroom series 

• Fruit Trees 

• Ergonomic tool use 

• Correct garden tools and proper usage 

• What to do with end of the season vegetables. 

• Possibly have 3 all day trainings throughout the 

year consisting of 10 minute sessions. 

Cowlitz Extension Director’s Report/Gary Fredricks: Reviewed the WSU Director Extension report from Gary.  

Number of current Master Gardeners: 75 

Master Gardeners Volunteer Trend Data 

Year Total Volunteer Hours 

Average Volunteer 

Hours Per Master 

Gardener 

Percentage of Master 

Gardeners With 25 or 

More Volunteer Hours 

Number of People 

Attending Programs 

2013 4,548 77 74% 7,772 

2014 5,403 68 66% 7,236 

2015 6,221 88 70% 7,603 

2016 6,887 85 66% 6,912 

2017 4,795 79 60% 7,889** 

 

**Did increase in advertise contribute to this upturn in attendance?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Concerns: 

• Gary will be retiring in 3 years. There will not be a replacement for 3 years due to WSU hiring freeze. 

Future focus for the 2018 cadre: 

• Match mentors with new trainees. 

• Introvert Master Gardeners pushed to extrovert positions. 

• Get new trainees involved. 

• Have Master Gardeners introduce guest speakers for each class. 

• Explain to the 2018 cadre the importance of joining our Foundation. Possibly hold a Foundation Board meeting during the 

afternoon of a training day. 

Social Email: 

We currently have 2,300 email addresses. A suggestion was made to add an email column on the sign-in sheet for each class. 

Community Impact: What are we doing to make positive changes in our community? 

• Giving food away to the local food bank. 

• Collected 10,000 tires last year. 

• Raised bed program. 

 

New fundraising support ideas: 

• Use Brown Paper Tickets to handle fees for classes. Include the cost of this service in the fee for each class. 

• As a fundraiser continue to use outside business programs i.e. Fred Meyers and Amazon. 

5 Year Program Trend Data 

Year 
Total Number of Programs 

Offered 
Number of Invited Talks Number of Classes 

2013 32 13 19 

2014 40 17 23 

2015 57 12 45 

2016 74 28 46 

2017 56 21 35 
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• Access business sponsors for youth events and trainee passports. 

• Access Chamber of Commerce for funds. 

 

Continue with the following educational programs: 

 

  

 

 

 

Suggestions for new programs: What do want to have accomplished 5 years from now? 

Names Suggestions 

Alice Get altogether for big training event…possibly “10 Minute University” format. 

Billie Multiyear commitment with Three Rivers Christian School including the use and support of their green house. 

Erin 
Find new person to help with treasurer position. When class announcements are sent out include a link to register 

and pay fee all at one time. 

Kathy Seed saving/swapping and raised bed class 

Karen Fall class to work with garden tools and how to protect gardens from deer without the use of chemicals. 

Mo Mint class which includes: how to grow, various kinds, what to do with it, and how to store. 

Renee During class sign-in include a box to allow email for Gary’s use. 

Carla 
Use outside work force to help with projects i.e. students. This would allow Master Gardeners and students to 

work together, share knowledge and build relationships. 

Jeri Kay A class on vertical gardening and harvesting/preserving food. 

Jo Make Demo Garden more dynamic, include art and involve more people.  

Joe 
Encourage Master Gardeners to enter flowers in the county fair. During the plant sale have a separate area for 

mini crash courses.  

Jolene 
Increase programs for older kids i.e. How to cook what you grow. Increase exhibits for the fair. Greg’s Nursery 

needs 1 month prior notice. 

Lynell 
Develop a pollinator friendly garden at St. Rose. College scholarships need to be advertised. To develop 

presentation skills use train the trainer model. Classes on urbanite gardens and topiary herbs.  

Greg Once a month year round offer continuing education classes at night. 

John Continue herb class 

Mike Develop resources on vertical gardening and what to do with vegetables that do not ripen.  

Kris Develop class on city gardening. 

Patricia Complete the purchase of insurance for Master Gardeners. 

Melissa Workshop on how to build the best non-profit organization in Cowlitz County. 

Phyllis 
Have a pumpkin fest in the fall. Signup and pass out pumpkin seeds to children during the plant sale. During the 

following fall have children bring back the grown pumpkins for judging.  

Jo Offer classes for children during the winter months.  

 

State Representative Report/Patricia Bosh (Co-Rep/Jo Tuom): Reviewed the Foundation of WA State Report.  Patricia shared:  

• The board meets three times each year with an additional meeting during the State Conference.  

• The 2018 scheduled meetings are: 

• March 9, 2018 Everett 

• June 1, 2018 Wenatchee  

• September 26, 2018 Wenatchee (During state conference) 

• November 2, 2018 King County 

The line item costs on our local budget is for hotel (If more than 2 hours away) and gas mileage. 

• The Washington State Foundation Board is looking at changing their organization structure to a double tiered system. One tier 

focuses primarily on the state conference while the other tier takes care of regular foundation business. 

• A motion to suspend the giving of two state scholarships until such time we can balance the budget was carried. 

• The online MG training system is up and ready for new Master Gardener trainees. 

• The Tree Stewardship online training modules are being reviewed. They include ten to twelve hours of presentations, will be open 

to non-MG’s, and will qualify for CE credit. 

• Ask an Expert webinar is scheduled for December 6, at 10:00a.m. This is an introduction to the process of becoming an “expert”. 

Local plant clinics who are interested are encouraged to participate. 

• Nicole Martini is leaving. Her last day is January 1, 2018. 

• Tree pruning 

• Composting 

• Home Veg 

• Bees  

• Herbs 

• Berries 



August 2017 Cowlitz County Master Gardener Newsletter Page 15  
 

Strategic Planning: Melissa presented an overview of: 

What is Strategic Planning? 

• The continuous planning, monitoring, analysis and assessment of all that is necessary for an organization to meet its goals and 

objectives. 

Why Measurable goals. 

• Plans without measurable outcomes are wishes. 

Help Directors plan. 

• How can we more effectively involve new Master Gardeners? How do we measure success? 

A strategic plan is an active document. 

• As we earn more money and welcome new Master Gardeners we will review and update this document. 

We began the 2018 Strategic Plan process by taking a survey. 

 

Plant and Insect Clinic/ Joe Long (Co-Rep/ Alice Slusher) Joe reviewed the PIC report.  

• A two part training system is being developed to help current MG become familiar with the PIC structure and using the 

resources to find answers. 

• An advanced MG training workshop is scheduled for March 17, 2018. 

 

Projected managing garden pests training. Possible topics include: 

• Beneficial insects in the garden. 

• Frequently encountered garden pests and diseases. 

• Weed Identification and IPM 

 

• Fruit problems 

• Insect pests in the home. 

Farmers Market:  

Phyllis reported that:  

• It was a successful year. 

• Gave out lots of information and materials. 

 

Communications/ Alice Slusher (Co-Rep/ Melanie Applebury) Review the Communications Report 

Alice asked for suggestions on:  

• How to increase MG use of Doodle. 

• Creating a website that is user friendly and can act as a central location for all information. 

 

The Communication Program accomplishments for 2017  

Community Resource Program Support Photographs Advertising Getting the Word Out 

• High School Students 

• Printing suppliers 

• Home improvement 

stores 

• Local nurseries 

Requests for: 

• Help 

• Advertising 

• Recognition 

• Announcements 

From…. 

• Extension Director 

• Foundation President 

• Program Directors 

• Chairpersons  

 • Newspaper 

• Radio 

• Flyers 

• Signs 

• MG Brochure 

 

 

• MG Team Up Calendars 

• Doodle Online Signup 

• Emails 

• Thank you notes 

• Facebook 

• Phone Tree 

• Newsletter articles 

• MG webpages 

******Photos: Please upload any photos you have from any MG events you’ve attended.***** 

Gardens/ Phyllis Collins (Co-Rep/ Jolene Erdahl): Reviewed report 

Demo Garden:  

• We need to schedule a Cougar Cottage shed work day to clean and organize the plant sale materials. 

• Yard debris needs to be hauled off to the dump. 

• There are several open beds in the Demo Gardens.  

Cougar Cottage: 

• Develop new children’s activity garden. 

Rain Garden:  

Renee and Melanie are planning to maintain this garden. 

 

 

 



August 2017 Cowlitz County Master Gardener Newsletter Page 16  
 

Loowit Garden: Carla Coffey 

Carla shared the history of Loowit Garden.  

This garden is funded by the Master Garden program and Cowlitz County pays for the electricity and water. 

It is the longest funded Master Garden program and involves students for the alternative High School in Kelso. 

The students involved in this garden have been busy with: 

• Mock CSA 

• Donating food to women’s shelter 

• Harvested and produced food for example: 

• Grape jelly 

• Pumpkin soup 

• Harvested grain (Barley and wheat) and ground it at the Cedar Creek Grist Mill. They then used the grain to make 

pasta and pizza dough. 

• Used the kitchen at the extension office to learn about propagating food gathered from the Demo Garden. 

Education/Melissa Wilkie (Co-Rep/TBD): Reviewed the Education Report 

• In 2017 Master Gardeners offered 18 classes. 

• Youth programs included: 

• Garden Merit Badge 

• Webs and Wildflowers 

• Herbs 

• Harvest Time 

• STEM 

 

• We have communicated with many businesses, organizations, libraries and clubs. 

Goals for next year:  

• Need to have a support committee to help with setup and handling money. 

• Send thank you notes/emails to attending out to participants. 

• Expand youth program county wide. 

Fundraising: 

Suggestions for successful fundraising were shared: 

• Know your donors 

• Ask for Advise 

• Communicate with your donors 

• Have a clear story  

The goal is to create a successful 501 (c)(3) Nonprofit. 

Changes coming in 2018: 

Billie review the funds raised from our TomatoPalooza. She compared funds earned from to 2016 to 2017 and set a fundraising goal 

for 2018.  

Changes for 2018 will include: 

• Greenhouse availability 

• Signage done ahead of time 

• No early purchases or shopping 

• Pens with MG on them. 

New Business: 

• Look into postage costs for mass mailings. 

• Checkout newspaper for advertising insert. 

• We need to check the condition of the table skirts. 

Meeting adjourned: 2:28 

 

**Please remember to send electronic copies of your reports and handouts to Jo Tuom for future meetings.** 

 


